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1. Relationship of course and program 

This course fosters the learning outcomes of the Bachelor of Social Sciences in International Relations and Regional Studies as reported on KIMEP catalogue. In particular, the course addresses the following program learning outcomes:

· Appraise the impact of cultural, historical, geographic, and economic factors on the formation of different states, regions and civilizations within the international system;;

· Explain the behavior and interactions of the primary actors within the international system and regional subsystems, so as to be able to explain their impact on state-level policy decision-making, risk assessment and conflict resolution;

· Evaluate the role of global institutions, international law, and fundamental values or ethical considerations in the formulations of foreign and domestic policy;

· Assess the impact of major threats to the global order, including the breakdown of the global financial system, economic and social polarization, geopolitical rivalry, recourse scarcity, environmental degradation, terrorism and nuclear proliferation;

· Utilize the skills and knowledge noted above to frame the policies of Kazakhstan and other CA states in a global context;

· To work effectively with others in the pursuit of common objectives.

Course Prerequisites: Fundamentals of International Relations
2. Course description 
The course is designed to give understanding to the students of IR and PS specialization of the nature of the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan since it gained independence in 1991 after the collapse of the USSR. The course will survey the history of the foreign policy of Kazakhstan since that historical period and focus on several major themes in its development, addressing questions of interdependence between geography, economy, politics, cultural and social factors and external environment.
3. Learning objectives 
The main goals of the course are:

· To introduce and trace the main concepts, approaches, directions and strategies of the formation and implementation of the foreign policy of Kazakhstan during independence period; 

· To present the contemporary complexities and interdependence of political, geographic, cultural, security, economic aspects affecting the formation and transformation of the state’s position in the global arena;

· To demonstrate the connection between the state’s role, place and development and the regional problems of modernity, especially in the context of Central Asian integration processes;

· To inquire and point out the role of the natural resources component in the Kazakhstan’s foreign policy and the strategy of the main international  players  towards Kazakhstan at present;

· To provide critical perspectives on modern processes, role and position of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the world community. 

Students should be aware of different theories/concepts of Political Science, political institutions, and political ideologies as well as to obtain knowledge of what is political culture in general. The students are expected to know main approaches and techniques in Political Science; have skills of comparative analysis of different political structures

4. Intended learning outcomes 
At the end of the course students should be able to:
- clearly identify the national interests in the foreign policy formation and define the challenges to the national security of the Republic of Kazakhstan;

- analyze various geopolitical, economic, security, environmental factors significant to the decision making process of the foreign policy doctrine of the Republic of Kazakhstan; 

- develop an analytical view on regional problems affecting national and international interests of Kazakhstan within its neighborhood and globally; 

- critically assess the interrelationship between geopolitics of Kazakhstan and the interests of main global actors to its potential;

- make critical evaluations of the positions of other states towards Kazakhstan and thus clearly see the pros and cons of involvement of Kazakhstan into certain international structures and initiatives within the system of global affairs and its outcomes.

5. Assessment scheme 
Midterm Exams- 20+20
Final Exam - 40
Participation in the discussions + quizzes - 
20
Presentation – 10 
Total–100 
6. Grading scale (Arial Narrow 12, bold)
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7. Teaching and learning philosophy and methodology 
This course is designed to be highly interactive, and though starts with short review on fundamental concepts of international relations and foreign policy formation, it quickly moves to interactive activities, where students may participate in the discussions, round tables and, thus, develop their analytical skills. The course provides students with the necessary readings on foreign policy of Kazakhstan doctrine, which are necessary for group discussions and presentations students are assigned. This class requires much information on contemporary situation of Kazakhstan in the in the global arena, so reading the material assigned and following the international news are essential in order to critically evaluate and deliver the arguments during the class discussions.  
Class Ethics: Switch off your mobile telephones during lessons, be in classroom on time, and have an appropriate behavior during class time. Non-compliance with these requirements will lead to penalizations in terms of losses of points and in extreme cases to course failure in accordance to KIMEP disciplinary rules as described in KIMEP catalogue.
Information: You are required to check regularly (daily) both the L-DRIVE and your KIMEP email (U-mail) for any extra information or changes in the schedule.
Exams Ethics: Plagiarism and cheating in any form are not accepted and will be strictly punished according to KIMEP disciplinary rules as described in KIMEP catalogue.
8. Course learning activities: 150 hours

Class Contact: Students should attend the classes regularly. The attendance record will be kept. Attendance is very important to follow the topics being discussed and to understand how they are interrelated. Ten minutes after the class started, the instructor has the right to refuse entry.  KIMEP-confirmed sickness and KIMEP-approved activities are an acceptable reason for missing class. Any other reason needs to be communicated previously in order to get justification. (45 hours)
Reading and Participation: each week readings will be available on the L-Drive, and students are responsible for reading that. Students are expected to read the assigned materials for the class and discussions, thus obliged to attend the classes properly. The assigned material is a necessary activity to enforce the understanding the main and changing trends of the foreign policy of the state. Participation in class discussions is essential, as well as writing the quizzes and exams. (45 hours: 3 hours/week)
Mid Term Exam: (2): they will include multiple-choices questions. They require reviewing lectures and readings in order to memorize, interpret and compare the issues covered by the course. (30 hours: 15 hours each)
Presentation: each student is assigned with the topic (provided on L-drive) and prepares a presentation. This activity requires reading and organizing both theoretical and practical material in a coherent way. The presentation gives students the possibility to search, evaluate and deliver the most recent changes in Kazakhstani foreign policy and latest influences of modern economic, security, and geostrategic factors on it. (10 hours)
Final Assessment: Final Paper & Final Exam

Final Exam: Final exam will be a comprehensive one, and consist of 40 multiple-choice questions.
9. Class schedule

This is a guideline: if the instructor realizes that you proceed lower or faster he/she can decide to change some lessons. 

Week 1

Topic: Introduction to the course

Key words: Introduction to the course: objectives and requirements, literature and sources description. What is foreign policy? What are the main actors? What is the role of Kazakhstan in IR today? 

Activities: Lectures

Readings: Syllabus; Notes for week 1 

Availability: both are available on the L-Drive
Week 2

Topic: The Soviet Legacy of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy.

Key words: The Soviet Legacy of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy. August 1991 coup and international reaction. Parade of sovereignties, the collapse of the USSR and the CIS creation.

Activities: Lectures

Readings: Week 2:  all entries; Handouts
Availability: available on the L-Drive

Week 3

Topic: Legal and institutional foundations of the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Key words: Mechanisms of the foreign policy implementation. Basic legal documents for the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan: Constitution, foreign policy concept, national security concept. Military Doctrine of the Republic. 

Activities: Lectures, quiz and a discussion
Readings: Week 3:  all entries; folder with the representation of the structural body/units responsible for KZ foreign policy; of the article on military doctrine by Sobyanin (2 projects)

Availability: all available on the L-Drive; 2 projects of the military doctrine are available on the site:
Week 4-5
Topic: Kazakhstan and International Organizations. Review for the Midterm 1.
Key words: Kazakhstan and the UN, OSCE, NATO, EU and regional organizations: ASEAN, Organization for Economic Cooperation, OIC, etc. The role and initiatives of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the international organizations.
Activities: Lectures, discussion, review 

 Readings: Week 4-5:  all entries; M. Laumullin, pp. 171-182;  

Availability: on the L-Drive 





End of week 5: Midterm 1

Week 6

Topic:  Kazakhstan in the CIS.
Key words: Integration processes on the territory of post soviet space. CIS, Agreement on Collective Security, Customs Union, Eurasian Economic Cooperation.
Activities: Lectures, presentations and discussion. 

Readings: Week 6:  all entries under the heading “Kazakhstan in the CIS”; handouts

Availability: on the L-Drive

Availability: L-Drive

Week 7

Topic:  Kazakhstan and Central Asia 

Key words: Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan. The historical, cultural roots of relationship. New imperatives and challenges. Multilateral and bilateral relations. Central Asian integration. 

Activities: Lectures. presentation and discussion 

Readings: Week 7:  all entries; M. Laumullin, pp.; R. Legvold, pp.

Availability: L-Drive

Week 8

Topic: Bilateral relations: Kazakhstan and Russia.  

Key words: The historical roots of bilateral contacts. The reasons of changing relations after 1991: “Putin’s Doctrine”. Eurasian concept. Russian Diaspora in Kazakhstan. Russian factor in the modern foreign policy concept of Kazakhstan.

Activities: Lecture, presentation.

Readings: Week 8:  all entries under the heading “Kazakhstan and Russia”; Laumullin, pp. 67-105; handouts; article: “China, Russia and the Leadership of

the SCO” by N. Contessi

Availability: L-Drive

Week 9

Topic: Bilateral relations: Kazakhstan and China.
Key words:  History, resources and geography as key arguments for states’ geopolitics. Overview of historical relations between Kazakhstan and China. Soviet period – changes in foreign policy strategies of USSR and China. Principles of Chinese foreign policy approach towards central Asia. Modern stage and new challenges. Specifics of cooperation.
Activities: Lectures, discussion, presentation.
Readings: week 9:  all entries; Laumullin, pp. 114-131; R. Legvold, pp. 

Availability: L-Drive
Week 10

Topic: Bilateral relations: Kazakhstan and the USA. Review for the midterm 2.
Key words: History of the relations since independence; the role of the resources and investments in the bilateral relations. Personal influence of the leaders of the states. Caspian factor in the bilateral relations. Security issues.
Activities: Lecture, presentation and discussion
Readings: week 10: all entries; M. Laumullin, pp. 10-49; R. Legvold, pp.
Availability: L-Drive
End of week 10: Midterm 2

 Week 11

Topic: Kazakhstan and European Union. 

Key words: Economic, political cooperation with European states. European dimension of Kazakhstani foreign policy. The importance of the European political and economic experience for Kazakhstan. OSCE chairmanship as a new initiative of Kazakhstan.
Activities: Lectures and discussion
Week 12

Topic: Bilateral relations: Kazakhstan and Turkey. 

Key words: National interests and grounds for bilateral relations. The phenomenon of “Pan-Turkism”. Presence of Turkey direction of the Kazakhstan’s foreign policy in the 1990s and after 2000s.Role of economic/energy and strategic factors.
Activities: Lecture, presentation and discussion
Readings: week 12 all entries; handouts and outlines.
Availability: L-Drive
Week 13

Topic: Kazakhstan and Asia Pacific 

Key words: Japan, Korean Peninsula: North Korea and Republic of Korea. ASEAN countries.  

Activities: Lectures / presentation 

Readings: week 13 folder: “Japan’s Silk Road Diplomacy” article; notes/handouts; article by T. Uyama “Japanese Policies in Relation to Kazakhstan: Is There a “Strategy”? 
Availability: L-Drive
Week 14

Topic: Kazakhstan and the Middle East. Kazakhstan and South Asia.

Key words: Arabic countries, Israel, Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan. The role of Islam, oil, security and international terrorism. India and Pakistan.

Activities: Lectures / presentation, discussion 

Readings: week 14 folder; notes/handouts; Laumullin, pp.155-201
Availability: L-Drive

Week 15

Topic: Conclusions and review of the material for the Final Exam. 

Key words: contemporary trends, challenges, tendencies of the republic’s foreign policy.

Activities: discussion, review 

Readings: notes/handouts; instructor’s presentations, readings; 
Availability: L-Drive

10. Instructional resources 
There is no mandatory textbook for students who are not PS/IR students. However, there will be detailed lecture notes available to these students. All Instructor’s lectures, the Required Reading, and all material posted on L-drive or distributed as Handouts during the classes are considered the material covered for the purpose of the Final Examination. The Final Exam questions will closely follow the topics and issues as presented during the instructor’s lectures.
 The Main Study Material (posted on KIMEP L-drive/Aigul Adibayeva): 
1. Sultanov, B. (2014). Kazakhstan’s Course – 2050. Consistent and Predictable Foreign Policy. Almaty (KISR). 2014.
2. Nazarbayev, N. A. (2018). The Era of Independence.

3. Zabortseva Y. (2016). Russia's Relations with Kazakhstan: Rethinking Ex-Soviet Transitions in the Emerging World System (Routledge Advances in International Relations and Global Politics), 1st Edition.

Additional literature:

- Official site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
-  Laumulin, M. (2007). The Geopolitics of the 21 c. in Central Asia. Almaty. (selected chapters are on the L-drive)-
·  Legvold, R., (2003),  Strategic Perspectives: Main Powers, Kazakhstan and Central Asian Knot., Cambridge, MTE Press.

  -    Legvold, R., (2007) ed. Russian Foreign Policy in the 21st Century and
       the Shadow of the Past., Columbia University Press.
  -     Baizakova, K. I. (2005) Foreign Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Almaty.

Suggested Textbooks:

Recommended Sources / Useful Internet links:

MFA of RK official site:   http://portal.mfa.kz/portal/page/portal/mfa/ru/content/News/nws2011

The BBC News, at www.bbc.co.uk

The website offers current events from all over the world.  You can click on a region and get the latest information. This site also offers related articles that include a background or history of the issue. 

The Times of Central Asia, at http://www.times.kg/ or if you register at http://www.timesca.com/

Daily news from Central Asia online. You can read the new either from the whole region or by country.

Google news, at www.google.com - Go to the main Google page and than click “News” in the upper left part of your screen. A very good news, updated each minute, from all over the world.

Eurasianet, at http://www.eurasianet.org/index.shtml

EurasiaNet provides information and analysis about political, economic, environmental and social developments in the countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus, as well as in Russia and Asia. 

