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KIMEP UNIVERSITY





College of Social Sciences

	Course Code: POL3512
Comparative Politics

	Course credits: 3

	Semester: F2021
	Class time & place: Tue, Thu
Section 1: 10.00-11.15
Online @ Zoom
Meeting ID: 924 4169 1992

Password: 659692

	Instructor: Nurseit Niyazbekov, PhD
	Office phone: +7 727 270 4311 (ext. 3307)



	Office: #217, Dostyk
	Office hours: Mon, Wed
14.30 – 15.30
or by appointment

	Email: nurseit@kimep.kz
	TA’s learning support hours: N/A


Course Prerequisites: Fundamentals of Political Science 
1. Relationship of course and program 

This course is consistent with the BSSIR Program and its Learning Outcomes. In particular, the course will address the following Learning Outcomes of the Program and thus contribute to development of the knowledge and skills necessary to:

· describe and articulate the key concepts, major paradigms and theoretical perspectives within the discipline;

· appraise the impact of cultural, historical, geographic, and economic factors on the formation of different states;

· appraise the structure of political systems and the impact of classes, ethnic groups, social/political movements and interest groups on the formation of foreign and domestic policy in various states;

· utilize the skills and knowledge noted above to frame the policies of Kazakhstan and other Central Asian states in a global context;

· use basic social scientific research skills, critical thinking models and effective communication techniques in the preparation of original compositions in the field of regional studies; and

· work effectively with others in the pursuit of common objectives.

2. Course description 

This is an introductory course in the field of Comparative Politics. The course will acquaint students with various concepts in the field, while also offering practical case studies to illustrate different political systems of nation-states. The course introduces main approaches, themes, and issues in comparative politics. In the first part, we will discuss a framework for comparing states and their political systems, through observing similarities and differences in the structure (institutions and functions; regime types; presidential and parliamentary systems; unitary vs. federal arrangements), political culture (values, beliefs and attitudes), policy-making, and issues in comparative democracy and political economy. Looking at examples of Western and post-Soviet political systems, we will particularly discuss the relationship between the political culture and development of political institutions. In the second part, we will use our knowledge for conducting comparative analysis of selected major states and political institutions, including those of Central Asia. The course will also examine current political events, as they are related to the discussed themes.
3. Learning objectives 

The main objectives of the course are:

· to help the students to understand why and how we compare states and their political systems, institutions and policies;

· to provide the students with basic tools, i.e. methods and key concepts, for describing and analyzing the political system, its structure, institution, and processes in selected countries;

· to foster critical thinking among students;

· to develop students’ basic research and presentation skills.

4. Intended learning outcomes 

At the end of the course the students should be able to:

· to describe the political systems, processes, and events in selected countries (including in their own country) in appropriate terms and using appropriate concepts;

· evaluate critically and /or analyze main processes and events in selected countries;

· to undertake independent inquiry into (limited analysis of) and compare similarities and differences between individual political systems and their elements (institutions, political culture);

· to draw relevant inferences from their inquiry; and to present, in an organized way, their findings to the audience.

5. Indicative Assessment scheme (in relation to ILOs)
First Assessment

Mid Term Exam 

15
Monte Carlo Quizzes

10
Attendance/Participation
5
Second Assessment

Mid Term Exam 

15
Group Project Presentation
10
Attendance/Participation
5
Final Assessment

Argumentative paper (Individual Project)
 
30
Paper presentation




10
Mid-Term Exams are comprehensive and based on lecture slides, assigned readings and class discussions. They consist of 3 essay questions and last for approximately 70 minutes. The exam is held online in Moodle. 
There are around 5 scheduled Monte Carlo quizzes. After covering every topic we will roll a dice in the end of the class to determine two things: 1) if there will be a quiz on that topic or not, and 2) which of the six pre-given questions students will have to answer. Topic specific quiz questions are uploaded to Moodle in advance. Questions are drawn from class discussions and lecture materials. Should there be a quiz on any specific topic, students would have to write a paragraph with 5 sentences answering only one quiz question. 
Attendance and participation are graded. Students must be on time. Instructor will randomly check attendance in the beginning, middle or end of class to ensure full attendance. During seminars students are highly encouraged to participate by engaging in class discussions. Students should also take active part in class (Zoom) activities and forum discussions on Moodle. It is student’s own responsibility to catch up with the missed classes. 
Bonuses are available and awarded as a result of accomplishing a bonus assignment or answering bonus questions in class. Be attentive in class and attend classes in order not to miss bonus opportunities.  
Part of the final assessment, argumentative papers demonstrate students’ skills and knowledge gained in the course to pick a typical CP topic and draw basic analysis of political phenomenon at hand. Before the submission deadline students must present the paper in class to receive feedback from peers and instructor. Feedback can help to improve the overall quality of paper. Read the Paper Guidelines posted on Moodle. 

In the second assessment period students are required to form groups of 2 or 3 students and present a comparative case in class. The case should be illustrative of topics covered in class and demonstrate students’ critical thinking, research and presentation skills. Read the Group Presentations Guidelines on Moodle. 
6. Grading scale 
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7. Teaching and learning philosophy and methodology 

The course is an interactive one and combines lectures and seminars. This requires from students regular attendance, reading assigned material prior to their coming to the class, and attention and participation during the class. Required seminar papers are highlighted in bold and must be read by all before joining a seminar. Seminar moderation is voluntary and is rewarded with extra points. Generic list of questions for seminar discussions is posted on Moodle.
Selected KIMEP policies applied to this course:

· University regulations regarding academic honesty and integrity will be enforced. Cheating of any kind will be reported to the proper authority. (KIMEP Catalog, pp. 36-7)

· Student appeals must be in writing and must be considered by a departmental committee in the first week of the following semester. 
· Turn off your cell phone prior to class. Cell phone interruptions negatively impact the class and will do the same to your grade. Use of radios, CD/tape players, and electronic entertainment devices in class is expressly prohibited. (See KIMEP Catalog, point #3, page 34.) 

· The use of chewing gum is forbidden during classes. At all other times used chewing gum must be neatly disposed of in garbage and trash cans. (KIMEP Catalog, page 45)

· For the complete rules of Student Classroom Behavior, see KIMEP Catalog, pages 34-36.

Academic Communication Policy:

All KIMEP students are provided with an official e-mail address on the KIMEP server. Since this system is an official means of communication, students are expected to communicate through it. Because the important announcements, news and messages regarding the academic affairs, student life, campus events or administrative issues are sent to the students’ official e-mail, all students are expected to check their student e-mail on a regular basis (at least daily), and any communication sent to them by the administration or faculty is considered to be received and read by the students. They are expected to use their official e-mail address for the academic communication.  

Plagiarism and cheating on the exams will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is defined as passing off of anyone else’s work as one’s own, so it includes copying even one sentence of another’s written work without acknowledgement, very close paraphrasing the equivalent of a paragraph or more without acknowledgement, borrowing any ideas in a recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student’s own thought. Any plagiarized assignment will receive 0 points with no possibility to resubmit the work. Students are expected to have the basic skills in referencing academic sources.

8. Indicative course learning activities 

In this course, students undertake the total of 100 hours of learning activities. The instructor will provide 30 hours of class contact. A detailed Schedule of weekly lectures, together with the weekly required reading assignments, is provided on pages 4-5 in this Syllabus. The remaining of 70 hours — 4.5 hours a week — will be allocated across a range of learning activities in the following five broad categories:

1. Reading (including note taking): 20 hours total; i.e. approx. 1.25 hours a week for in-class discussions, tests, write-ups; and exams.

2. Writing of assignments: 3 hours total [0.2 hour a week].

3. Discussions: mostly done during the class; extra-class discussions and consultations with the instructor or teaching assistant: 4 hours total [0.25 hour a week].

4. Practicing: useful for oral presentation but time needed minimal.

5. Summarizing and Memorizing for tests and exams:  40 hours total [2.5. hours a week]; Mid-Term, Quizzes, and the Final Exams.

Total: 
4.5 hours of non-contact learning activities a week.
9. Indicative class schedule
Students are expected to do the assigned readings before every class. Students are encouraged to contribute to discussion on issues and topics covered in a particular week.
	Week
	Topic

	1
	Introduction to the Course. What is Comparative Politics? What does it study and why?
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Introduction
· Overview of Comparative Politics (Part 1), https://el2019.kimep.kz/mod/url/view.php?id=31105 

	2
	How and what to compare? Methods of comparison
· Powell et al (2015) Chapter 2
· Newton and van Deth (2009) (pp. 400-413)

	3
	Development of the modern state
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 1 

· Boix and Stokes (2007) Chapter 9 

	4
	Democracy and democratization
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 3
· Huntington, Samuel (1991) How countries democratize, Moodle
· McFaul, Michael (2002) Fourth wave of democracy and dictatorship, Moodle

	5
	Political attitudes and behavior. Mid Term Exam 1
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 9
· Powell et al (2015) Chapter 3
· Boix and Stokes (2007) Chapter 15

	6
	Political Parties and Party Systems
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 13
· Powell et al (2015) Chapter 5

	7
	Pressure groups and social movements 
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 10

· Powell et al (2015) Chapter 4

	8
	Voters and elections
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 12 
· OSCE Elections Observation Report of 2004 Kazakhstan Parliamentary Elections, Moodle

	9
	Presidential and parliamentary government
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 5

· Powell et al (2015) (pp. 103-109)

	10
	Mid Term 2. Argumentative Paper workshop. 

· In addition to the exam, this week we will hold a workshop to discuss your topics and share tips on formulating a thesis and finding supportive evidence. 

	11
	Policy making and legislating: executives and legislatures
· Newton and van Deth (2009) Chapter 7

· Fish, Steven (2006) Stronger legislatures, stronger democracies, Moodle

	12
	Politics in France 
· Powell et al (2015) Chapter 9

	13
	Country X case study (select from Powell et al textbook)
·  TBA

	14
	Politics in Kazakhstan
· Bowyer, A (2008) Parliament and political parties in Kazakhstan, Moodle
· Knox, Colin and Sholpan Yessimova (2015) State-Society relations: NGOs in Kazakhstan, Moodle. 
Feel free to look up various media and academic sources on various aspects of Kazakhstan’s politics (state-society relations, civil society, political culture, political elites, political regime, party system, electoral system, etc.) Sources to consider:

· Official government resources

· Google scholar

· Azattyq Radio

· Europe-Asia Studies journal

· Central Asian Survey journal

	15
	Term Paper Presentations
The sign-up sheet as well as the guidelines are posted on Moodle. 


10. Indicative Instructional resources 

Following are resources available to students to successfully pass the course:
Primary:

· Lecture slides found on Moodle
· Extra readings and online resources posted on Moodle 

· Newton, Kenneth and Jan W. van deth (2009) Foundations of Comparative Politics, Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. [available on GDrive]
· Powell, G. Bingham Jr., Russell J. Dalton and Kaare Strom (2015) Comparative Politics Today, A world view 11th ed., Boston, MA: Pearson. [available on GDrive]

Secondary:
· Boix, Carles and Susan C. Stokes (eds.) (2007) The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. [available on GDrive] 
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