Aristotle

“Politics”

· Book I

It establishes the precise nature of a political association. The political association exists for the sake of the good life. The good life is that which seeks the highest human happiness, that is, the life of virtue

“It is the peculiarity of man, in comparison with the rest of the animal world, that he alone possesses a perception of good and evil, of the just and unjust, and of other similar qualities; and it is association in these things which makes a family and a polis”

Aristotle discussed the issue of acquisition of property.  It is not good to accumulate wealth for wealth’ sake. 

· Book II

It reviews selected theories, constitutions, and legislators. Aristotle looked at such thinkers as Plato, Phaleas of Chalcedon. He examined the constitutions of Sparta, Crete, and Carthage. Aristotle wanted to learn from experience and borrow those techniques and practices which appeared to be appropriate

· Book III

It defines such terms as “citizen”, “polis”, and “constitution” .

Classification of different types of constitutional systems that is based on the purpose of the political association  - the good life. The distinction between true and perverted states raises the issue of justice. 

For Aristotle, justice will be best served by balancing the interests of the various classes. 

“The good in the sphere of politics is justice; and justice consists in what tends to promote the common interest. General opinion makes it consists in some sort of equality”.

For Aristotle, justice demands that equals be treated equally. 

Two types of equality: 

1. Proportionate equality  - the regime should give the city  -state’s common goods (offices, honors, and goods) to those who have given more to the city. If one citizen’s contribution to the welfare of the society  is twice than of another’s, then the first should receive twice as much in return. (2:1).

2. Numerical equality concerns exchanges among citizens. After an exchange, each partner should have gained or lost equally. Justice is a corrective between gain or loss. The parties are to be treated as equals regardless of the merits or excellence of the individuals involved. 

Aristotle addresses the question who should rule: The one, the few, or the many. 

Book IV

Aristotle analyzes different types of regimes. According to him, there is no one perfect form. That which is the best of a particular society will depend upon such factors as climate, size, traditions, and population. 

Aristotle distinguishes five varieties of democracies, four types of oligarchy, and three forms of tyranny.

Aristotle would prefer a regime of law based upon a large middle class, which possesses an adequate but moderate amount of property.

Book V

It examines the causes of change within society. The question is why do societies change their constitutions and what can be done to preserve their stability. A change is brought about because of a disagreement concerning equality. It is the passion for either equality or inequality regarding profit and honor that moves citizens to rebel. The regime should take certain precautions. 

Book VI and VII - discuss qualities and characteristics required for good political order. The central concern is and remains the good life. 

The   purpose of politics is to form a society which will allow both the contemplative person (philosopher) and the practical citizen to be at their best and thus to live happily. 

Aristotle’s most concern was that of education. Like Plato, Aristotle understood that education is the statesman’s most important task. The educator’s task was to make people good – both as citizens and as human beings. Civic education, therefore, is concerned with teaching people how to rule and be ruled. General education, in turn, is concerned with the development of the moral and intellectual virtues.  

Niccolo Machiavelli

(1469-1527)

The Prince (1513); Discourses on the First Ten Books of Titus Livius (1519); the Art of War (1520); History of Florence (1525).

· The book was published in 1532

· Machiavelli rejected elements which were based upon “imagined republics and principalities which have never been seen or known to exist in reality” 

· Traditional political theory (Plato, Aristotle) was useless because it presupposed a mistaken view of reality. 

· The useful political scientist would be the one who could draw the appropriate lessons from the past. 

· Machiavelli’s new science of politics was the science of exemplary actions. 

The  Prince

· Machiavelli distinguishes among the various types of political regimes and analyzes its strengths and weaknesses. 

· He discusses general methods of ruling: good laws and good arms. 

· Power is a primary goal for the ruler 

