	Cooperation of the Republic of Kazakhstan with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

General data

On January, 19th, 1992 – diplomatic relations between Republic Kazakhstan and Great Britain were established.

In October, 1992 – the Embassy of Great Britain in RoK opened.

In February, 1996 – Embassy of RoK in Great Britain opened.

Since January, 2008 the Plenipotentiary Ambassador RoК in Great Britain is K.Abusseitov.

Since October, 2009 the Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Great Britain in РК is David Moran.

Political relations

For years of independence the countries have established and consistently develop constructive political dialogue. Republic Kazakhstan and United Kingdom positions on the majority of questions of a world policy coincide. Forward development of bilateral political and economic cooperation between two countries is maintained by top-level visits. So, the President of Republic of Kazakhstan N.Nazarbaev has visited the United Kingdom with official visits on six occasions (October, 1991, January, 1992, March, 1994, June, 1997, November, 2000, November, 2006).

The following members of the royal family called on Kazakhstan with official visits – the successor of the British throne Prince Charles of Wales (1996), Princess Anna (1993), the Duke of Gloucester (2000), Prince Andrew – the Duke of York, the special representative of Great Britain on trade and investments (2003 and 2006-2007), and also Prince Michael in September, 2009.

During the official visit of the President of the RoК N.Nazarbaev to London in November, 20-23, 2006 he has had bilateral talks with the Queen Elizabeth II, Prime-minister T.Blair, and also met prominent representatives of political and business circles of Britain.

Queen Elizabeth II has awarded the President N.Nazarbaev with the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George in acknowledgement of his merits for ensuring political and economic stability, setting law and democracy in Kazakhstan, non-proliferation of the nuclear weapons on a global scale, and also for achievement of considerable progress in mutual relations.

During the period from 28th of February to 6th of March 2008 a visit of the State Secretary RoК K.Saudabaev to London for the purpose of participation in a «Dialogue of statesmen under the project of nuclear safety» and discussions of prospects of bilateral cooperation between Kazakhstan and Great Britain on March, 6th, 2008 has taken place.

On June, 17th, 2008 visit of the special envoy of the"quartet" (the United Nations, EU, the USA and the Russian Federation) to the Middle East, the former prime-minister of Great Britain T.Blair to Astana has taken place.

On April, 29th, 2009 in London the deputy minister of foreign affairs RoК K.Zhigalov within the framework of consultations between foreign ministries of two countries regarding OSCE has held a series of negotiations with the Secretary of State for Europe C.Flint, the permanent under secretary of Great Britain Sir P.Riketts,  the leader of the British delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly in the OSCE of T.Lloyd, directors of various departments of the Foreign Office.

On September, 7-9th, 2009 visit of the Minister of State for Africa, United Nations, Human Rights and Climate Change and Energy Baroness G.E.Kinnok to Astana for the purpose of continuation of bilateral cooperation within the future chairmanship of Kazakhstan in OSCE has taken place.

Inter-parliamentary and interparty relations 

Since 2001 an All-party group on Kazakhstan which in 2009 was headed by a member of the Chamber of Lords Viscount Waverley officially operates in the UK Parliament.

2007 has been noted by a further activization of inter-parliamentary contacts. A parliamentary delegation headed by the Chairman of Mazhilis of Parliament RoK U.Muhamedzhanov has visited the UK. This visit allowed further strengthening of positive tendencies in the development of bilateral cooperation.

On 5th of April, 2007 a delegation from the Westminster fund on democracy represented by a member of Chamber of Lords A.Havort and the representative of the labour party R.Kovbiri visited Astana officially. During meetings with the Chairman of the Senate of Parliament RoK K.Tokaev, the Chairman of Mazhilis of Parliament RoK U.Muhamedzhanov, the Adviser of President RoК, the Chairman of the National commission on affairs of a family and the gender policy RoК A.Samakova the British members of parliament have discussed questions of democratic development and gender policy in RoК.

On November, 26-29th, 2007 a visit of a delegation on behalf of the Assembly of the people of Kazakhstan to Great Britain has taken place. The delegation included the vice-president of Assembly Z.Aliev, the vice-president of Mazhilis of Parliament RK, the vice-president of Assembly S.Djachenko, deputies of Mazhilis E.Kappel and V.Tsoy, members of Assembly, the Supreme mufti of Moslems of Kazakhstan of A.Derbisali, representatives of the national cultural centres of Kazakhstan.

	Trade and economic cooperation

The major sectors of bilateral trade and economic cooperation are the following: energy, exploration and mining operations, bank and financial sector, construction, social infrastructure, public health services, transport and communication, consulting services.

Investment cooperation regarded as a long-term priority of interaction with Britain. Great Britain is the third largest investor (after the Netherlands and the USA) on total amount of investments into the economy of RoK - 10,7 billion US dollar, with an FDI figure – 894,5 million dollars. Total amount of the Kazakhstan capital investments into the British economy equates to 5,4 billion US dollar.

Great Britain invests in the following branches of economy RoК: the mining industry, manufacture and distribution of the electric power, gas and water, construction, trade, repairs of vehicles and products of house using, transport and communication, financial activity, etc.

According to the Statistic Agency for January-August, 2009 goods turnover between two countries equalled to 1293,6 million US dollar (export – 824,6 million dollars, import – 469 million dollars).

For January-December, 2008 the foreign trade goods turnover between RoK and the United Kingdom has grown by 33 %, having exceeded two billion mark and has made 2499 million US dollar (export – 1,8 billion dollars, import – 688,9 million dollars), in 2007 1870,2 million US dollar (export – 1133,2 million dollars, import – 737 million dollars).

The major items of the Kazakhstan export are presented by mineral products, ferrochrome, steel, copper, and wool, raw materials, fertilizers, precious and semiprecious metals. The import is represented by textiles, production of the food-processing industry prevail the equipment and technical equipments, vehicles, optical devices, chemical, alcoholic and tobacco production, etc.

Overall there are 453 joint Kazakh-British companies registered in Kazakhstan, 162 enterprises have a foreign investor shareholder.

Since the visit by the President RoK N.Nazarbaev to the London stock exchange in November, 2006, 8 Kazakh companies listed in the general market and 4 companies have joined the Alternative Investment Market. As a group these companies have raised 6,3 billion US dollar and have made more than 25 billion US dollar in trade volume.

In 2008 there were two Kazakh IPO – "Zhaikmunaj" in the general market (GDR) and “Sunkar Resources Plc” on AIM. As a group they have raised 155 million US dollar that has made 4 % from the sums raised by the international companies through the means of IPO in London in 2008.

In July, 22-25nd, 2009 a visit of Lord Mayor of London City Alderman I.Luder to Kazakhstan heading a business delegation has taken place. During the meetings with the country leaders such directions of the further cooperation of Kazakhstan with the London City were defined: increase of an educational level of the Kazakhstan experts in sphere of financial services and corporate governance; expansion of practice of application in RoK of the international standards of the financial reporting; assistance from outside City structures in development of the Regional Financial Centre of Almaty.

Kazah-British trade and industrial council (KBTIC) serves as an effective mechanism of development of economic dialogue. The Kazakhstan part of the Council is headed by the Minister of the industry and trade RoК A.Isekeshev, the British part is headed by the Executive vice-president of the company «BG Group» C.Bland. 
The latest 13th Session of the Council has taken place in Astana on July, 24th. Based on the results the parties had signed the Protocol of the 13th session KBTIC. Issues on trade and economic collaboration, cooperation prospects in sphere of public health services, financial activity, small and medium business, tourism and sports, formation and technical training, and also to public private partnership have been included in the session agenda. The next 14th session of KBTIC the parties have agreed to host in London in 2010.

On June, 17-19th, 2009 in London for the fourth consequent time an international forum «Kazakhstan Growth Forum» has been set in which about 300 representatives of private and state structures, international organisations and journalists have taken part. The Kazakhstan delegation was headed by the Chairman of National Bank RoK G.Marchenko.

Within the framework of the forum an official opening ceremony of the Kazah-British Chamber of Commerce (KBCC) has taken place. In the message to participants of the Forum, Prime-minister RoК K.Masimov has expressed the consent to become a Patron of KBCC. The main objective of the Chamber is deepening of trade and economic relations between representatives of small and medium business of two countries. 

Cooperation in the sphere of culture, science and education

British Council is an independent organisation which begun it’s activity in RoK in 1993. BC simultaneously carries out functions of cultural department at the Embassy of the UK in RoK.

Council primary activity is concentrated in sphere of development of English language in RoK, and also in the field of culture, art, education. BC sets language courses for the state organisations and private companies. 

On November, 15-17th, 2000 during an official visit of the Head of Kazakhstan to the Great Britain a Memorandum between Ministry of Education and Science RoK and the British Council on establishment of a Kazah-British technical university (KBTU) has been signed. 


