Cooperation of the Republic of Kazakhstan with the Italian Republic
General information
Diplomatic relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Italian Republic were established on June 12 1992. An Italian Embassy opened in October 1992 in Almaty and it was moved to Astana in April 2005. In 1996 A Kazakh Embassy opened in Rome. Kazakh Honorable Consuls in Italy are N.Laroni in the Veneto region and S.Moscati in the Campaign region.
  
Political relations
Official Rome appreciates steps of Kazakhstan to maintain close relationship with the European institutions and expresses willingness to promote Kazakhstan’s efforts in this sphere. Strengthening Kazakhstan’s ties with the Council of Europe and its Venetian democracy commission is perceived as an evidence of democratization of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan is a constant observer at the Commission since 1998.
President Nazarbayev made three official visits to Italy in 1993, 1998, and 2003. He met with Italian leaders and a number of bilateral documents in the course of these visits were signed. Italian President O.L.Skalfaro and Prime Minister R.Prodi visited Kazakhstan in 1997.
Interparliamentary relations. In the Parliament of Italy and Mazhilis of Kazakhstan, bilateral groups of friendship were set up in spring of 1997. They share experience and develop relations between the two states.
Trade and economic cooperation
Kazakhstan and Italy have strong trade and economic ties. Italy is one of the largest foreign trade partners of Kazakhstan. In 2003, commodity turnover between the two countries totalled 1.3 billion dollars (export – 1.1 billion dollars, import – 200 million dollars). In 2004, it was 3.5 billion dollars (export – 3.1 billion dollars, import – 400 million dollars). It amounted to 4.8 billion Euros in 2005. Between January and August 2006 the commodity turnover was registered at a level of $ 4,733 billion with exports of $ 3.847 billion and imports of $ 885.7 million.
Kazakhstan mainly exports to Italy oil and oil products, natural gas, precious metals, copper, zinc, other nonferrous metals and products made of them, ferrous metals, cotton, chemical production, building materials, spare parts and accessories.
Main import goods include equipment, clothes, footwear, furniture and consumer goods, production of the food-processing industry, transport, machines, equipments, chemical and pharmaceutical products.
Forty-two Kazakhstan-Italian joint enterprises and 8 representations of the Italian companies are registered in Kazakhstan. Cooperation is developing in all spheres: working of minerals, processing of agricultural products, the food industry, agricultural mechanical engineering, heavy industry, power engineering, light industry, and manufacture of consumer goods.
Italy is on the fourth place after the USA, South Korea and Great Britain, on volumes of foreign investments in Kazakhstan for the period of 1993-2004. By the end of 2004, Italian investments into Kazakhstan’s economy totalled over 1.6 billion US dollars. 
817 contracts with Italian companies in 749.12 million US dollar projects of Karachaganak Petroleum Operating, Agip Kazakhstan North Caspian Operating Company, TengizChevroil were signed in 2005.
In April 2006, Italian companies signed 205 contracts, worth of 58.73 million US dollars, in the same projects.
The Italian state company on insurance of export credits (SACE) has reconsidered credit position of Kazakhstan, and raised it on the fourth place together with Russia. Analytical services of the company explain this increase by stable macroeconomic factors, dynamics of turnover growth, sound banking system of Kazakhstan. 
Cooperation in the field of insurance of export credits becomes more attractive. Memorandum of mutual understanding between JSC State Insurance Corporation on insurance of export credits and investments and the Italian company on insurance of export credits «SACE» was signed in 2005.
Sessions of Intergovernmental Working Group on industrial and economic cooperation and exchange (IGWG) furthered relations between Kazakhstan and Italian in trade and economic sphere. At the 3rd session of IGWG the issues on further deepening trade and economic cooperation by diversification of bilateral export-import operations were discussed, the ICGW made a proposal on creation of joint ventures and attraction of the Italian investments in oil-and-gas mechanical engineering, textile and tanning industries.
The opening ceremony of the Representation of the Kazakhstan’s Union of Commercial and Industrial Chambers took place in Rome on February 24, 2004.  The delegation of Kazakhstan businessmen (representatives of 8 companies) and the Italian businessmen (75 people) participated in this ceremony.
On March 8, 2005, the representation of the Kazakhstan center of assistance to investments, Kazinvest, opened in Milan.
On March 15, 2005, the international presentation on acquaintance with commodity market and services on the project of Kashagan, organized by Agip COC, was held on the eve of traditional Mediterranean offshore conference in Ravenna.
On June 20-23, 2006 a presentation of Kazakhstan’s cluster program was shown for Italian businessmen in Astana. 
Regional cooperation. In 2003, a delegation of South-Kazakhstan region visited the region of Tuscany. A business forum with participation of businessmen from both regions was held. The protocol on intentions between the regions is under development.
The arrangement on establishment of sister relations between Liguria and West-Kazakhstan region, and also Abruzzo and North-Kazakhstan region was reached. Now, they are working on establishment of contacts between governments of regions and business circles. Moreover, the University of Bari expressed its willingness to sign cooperation agreement with the Agrarian University of Kazakhstan. 
Cooperation in the field of education. In April 2005, Minister of Education and Science of Kazakhstan B.Aitimova paid an official visit to Italy. The purpose of this visit was bridging and carrying out negotiations on the possibility for Kazakh students to study at Italian institutions of higher education within the framework of the Bolashak program, and promotion of cooperation in sphere of space activity. During the visit, meetings were held with Minister of Education, universities and researches L.Moratti, guidance of the Italian basic high schools, director of defense and aerospace company "Finmeccanica" D.Maresca. As a result of the meetings, the parties agreed to promote cooperation in these areas. 
