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Lecture I
Foreign Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Some international conditions and factors of the formation foreign policy of Kazakhstan

“90-ies were the period of radical breakdown of previous relations in international affairs”, said N.A.Nazarbayev.


Changes in contemporary world development are so much profound and significant that they demand additional estimation, complex analysis of all its factors. Tokayev justly stresses, that in the face of authors of the concept of Kazakhstan foreign policy stood difficult aims of generalization of the processes, occurring beyond Kazakhstan borders. First of all, precise definition of the place and role of Kazakhstan in contemporary international relations was necessary, and revealing foreign policy priorities of state as well.


There are some new geo-strategic factors influencing on the formation process of Kazakhstan’s own foreign policy. First of all, collapse of the Soviet Union “world system of socialism”, appearance of former Soviet Republics on international arena as independent states, search of new Russia its place in the world.


Completion of the Cold War, replacement of confrontation between two systems and two great powers USSR and USA and development of peaceful good neighborliness and collaboration as a world development principal led the states of world society to multipolar world with dominating role of USA in it. For many multipolar system is suitable, the leading role of USA is seeking to contest with the powers remained in shade, first of all Russia and China.” With the help of their geo-strategic situation, territory, potential and great power experience Russia will use all possibilities for restoration of its position and will become one of the leading force centers in contemporary world not in far future”, said Tokayev.


The role of China in world affairs is rising. Colossal population (over 1 bln.300 mln. People), over growing economic potential (in 1996 and 1997 years the growth of industrial production consisted over 13%, (GNP) Gross National Product in 1996 consisted 817 bln.$ in USA and increased upon 9,7% in comparison with previous years”, powerful state ideology already today provide Chinese People’s Republic (CPR) significant positions in the world society.


In such a manner already in the nearest historical perspective will be possible the appearance of “great triple “countries, which will pretend on the leadership in the world.


In the nearest future unavoidable serious contradictions will occur among these countries, two of them are the closest neighbors of Kazakhstan. We have reasons to consider, that the rivalry between three powers will be accompanied, with collaboration on global level to promote their objective interests in maintenance of world stability.


In the 80-ies and 90-ies we can observe the strengthening of two other centers of modern capitalism: West Europe and Japan.


The role of India, Pakistan, Brazil, “Asian Tigers” and other developing countries in world development is rising.


That’s why multipolar system will scarcely lead to the destroying of the world structure. On the contrary, apprehended aspiration of civilized states to the maintenance of existing world order will permit to talk about possibility to maintain the world balance of power and global stability. In this conditions in the face of our foreign policy stands important aim- adequately assess the place in the world of our state in modern society and in the system of political values in whole.


The collapse of the bipolar system of international relations, appearance of features of multipolar system, all these led to the necessity of carrying out the foreign policy, which could be in accord with realities of contemporary world and would conform Kazakhstan nation-state’s interests.


The place of Kazakhstan in system of contemporary international relations defined geopolitical location of it on the crossroads of Europe and Asia, economic and military-political interests and also existing potential.


In the of Kazakhstan foreign policy proposed the aim – provide total including of Kazakhstan to regional and sub-regional structures of economical and political interaction on the basis of generally acknowledged principals of international law as a major means of regulation of disputes and contradictions.


Further we will review some new geo-economic factors of modern world. The formation of international economic order became the fundamental trend of development of world countries in the economic spheres. Revolution of information involved new technological modes of production .It is changing the meaning of traditional fundamental fields of industry. Raw economy gradually gave away the place to advanced technologies.


Unprecedented increasing of the meaning of scientific researches, administrative factors, banking accommodation sphere, insurance affair.


On an equal footing with USA, countries of West Europe and Japan world market revealed the new group of exporters of prepared production there are: ”Asian Tigers”, new industrial countries South Korea, Taiwan, Hong-Kong, Singapore. In 1 July 1997 the latter approached the CPR, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong-Kong on the cost of export of their products and entered the list of 15 biggest world exporters. Taiwan occupied 1 place in the world on the export of shoes, South Korea – 3 (after Italy), Hong-Kong on the 4 place, on the export of clothes Hong-Kong takes the 1 place in the world, on the 3 place- South Korea and on the 4 place-Taiwan.


Political impact of Japan, Germany and European Union is rising in the system of international security, in the resolving of international problems. They aspire to change today’s existed misbalance between their economic power and political impact in particularly occupied well-deserved place in the structures of UN.


“Unprecedented scale attains activity of transnational corporations”, said Tokayev. They rouse and monopolize entire fields of production both in the scale of separate countries and in the world economy. In the beginning 80-ies on the share of transnational corporations there was more than third of industrial production, over half of foreign trade, about 80 % of patents for new techniques and technology in free world. Today they become independent partners in international relations and transit to operations of global character.


The competition on the world market is harshly being intensified. National states do not dominate institutes in contemporary world economic links any more. Regional and international institutes operate as independent subjects of international economic relations: European Union, World Bank, International monetary Fund etc. Independently exists and operates the world market of money, credit and capital, which behavior define the factors world order which doesn’t recognize barriers as necessary national boundaries.


The growth of direct investments from the side of  transnational corporations is inherent to the new international economic order. By the beginning 90-ies the amount of direct foreign investments TNCs exceeded 1 bln.$. The growth trend contributions of investors from USA and other developing countries is rising. In 1996 they reached 116 bln.$. It is characteristic that among investors developing countries occupy important place for China being the leading country among them. In 1995 China realized investment project in amount of 27 bln.$.


Kazakhstan’s administration manifested to persist efforts on making investment climate in the republic. Better facilities for contribution capitals in Kazakhstan are assessed by Americans as more attractive than those in the other CIS countries.


Now we examine some geopolitical development moments of modern world, impacting the formation of foreign policy of RK.


The characteristic feature of political life of the world society is globalization of international problems.


Completion of Cold War and termination of confrontation of two nuclear powers, in principal didn’t resolve the problem of spread of nuclear weapons. For example, recent nuclear tests held in Pakistan and in India made them the new nuclear powers in the world. By the nuclear threshold of the XXI century approached more than 10 new countries, Iran, Iraq ,Israel, North Korea, South African Republic. The global character acquired environmental security.


Illegal trade of guns, drugs and finances become global. New space of information doesn’t know national boundaries.


Regional conference, local wars, breaking out almost in all continents threatening general stability band security-Nazarbayev in his book “ On the threshold of XXI century”, analyses regional conflicts there are: war in Afghanistan, civic conflict in Tajikistan, events in Kyrgyz Osh-City, clashes on Kyrgyz-Tajik border, undeclared war between Armenia and Azerbaijan, also war in Georgia. Difficult heritage for us are snorted problems with China. Nazarbayev concludes that if we didn’t begin pressing order formation of own foreign policy, our interests could bear the considerable loss.


Kazakhstan appeared on the world arena as a new and independent subject of international relations.7 years for formation of new statehood, gaining their place in the world in past years were important and productive.


As to me in the foreign policy of Kazakhstan by 1995 an important stage has been completed during which Kazakhstan appeared on international arena as the new independent state. Has the period of international recognition de jury of Kazakhstan completed in general? By the beginning of 1995 the RK has been recognized by 111 states of the world, with 92 of them were established diplomatic relations. In Almaty functioned 36 embassies and missions, 9 representative offices of international and national organizations.


It was the stage of world knowledge, world society, presentation of Kazakhstan and its foreign policy. The world recognized new state, its leaders, strivings and desires of the people. Kazakhstan became a competent member of the world society. In whole the concept of foreign policy of the Kazakhstan has been formed.


Almaty declaration of establishing of the CIS enrolment of Kazakhstan to UN, accession to the Helsinki process, signing the treaty of (CHB-1), Lisbon protocol and following entry to the treaty on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, signing with USA “Charter of diplomatic partnership” and program of NATO “ Partnership for peace”, receiving guarantee of security of Kazakhstan from the side of leading nuclear powers (CPR, USA, UK, RF, France) entry of Kazakhstan to the basis monetary-finance organizations: International Monetary Fund, World Bank, European Bank of Reconstruction and Development without exaggeration speak about world authority of the republic and its leader.


In 1996, and in 2004-2005 the foreign policy of Kazakhstan entered the new stage – the stage of further treatment and practice realization of foreign policy of the country. As we can say so the stage of intellectualization on the basis of theoretical comprehension and analysis of 4 years way and definition on its basis the major purposes for further years and reasoning of practical ways of their achievement. 

