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1. Relationship of course and program 

This course fosters the learning outcomes of the Bachelor of Social Sciences in International Relations and Regional Studies as reported in KIMEP catalogue. In particular, the course addresses the following program learning outcomes:

· To describe and articulate the key concepts, major paradigms and theoretical perspectives within the discipline

· To appraise the structure of political systems and the impact of social classes, ethnic groups, social/political movements and interest groups on the formation of foreign and domestic policy in various states

· To implement basic social scientific research skills, critical thinking models and effective communication techniques in the preparation of original compositions in the field of international relations and regional studies

2. Course description 

This course provides a historical background to the development of social and political thought in European and Asian civilizations from antiquity to the present day. Readings from primary sources, such as Plato, Aristotle, Confucius, the Dhammapada, Augustine, al Farabi,, Machiavelli, as well as modern thinkers from Hobbes to the post-moderns will help students to comprehend the theoretical underpinnings of research on political systems, political economy, social hierarchy and comparative civilizations.
3. Learning objectives 
The main goals of the course are:

· To introduce the major paradigms of social and political theory

· To present the complexities of socio-political interactions in different cultures

· To provide critical perspectives on contemporary social and political practices 
4. Intended learning outcomes 
At the successful completion of the course students should be able to:

· Use an appropriate analytical and normative vocabulary for explaining social and political theories, institutions and practices in written and oral assignments

· Describe and interpret the most relevant authors and ideas of social and political theory such as, among the others, Plato, Kant, Foucault, Contractarianism, Republicanism 

· Compare and integrate different theoretical traditions such as, among the others, Liberalism and Realism

· Address some of the complexities of social and political institutions and practices clarifying and explaining their normative justifications in terms of desirability and feasibility

· Explain the affinities and differences of major social and political theories on different level of analysis: individual (human being, person, citizen), group (socio-cultural-economic groups, socio-political elites, communities, nations, states), system (regional, international, global) 

· Write a documented and theoretically informed essay on a social and/or political topic that shows how the acquired knowledge and skills are used for a critical analysis

5. Assessment scheme 

Attendance: 5 (= 100% attendance)

Participation (discussions, quizzes): 20
Midterm exams – 20+ 15 (week 6 and 10)
Final Examination – 40 (as scheduled)
Attendance: Students should attend the classes regularly. It is very important to come to class in order to follow the topics being discussed and to understand how they are interrelated. 

Participation and Reading: each week readings will be available on the L-Drive, and students are responsible for reading and commenting these materials. Everyone is expected to read the assigned materials for the class and to actively contribute to the discussion. Reading week by week the assigned material is a necessary activity in order to get a good grade because it allows familiarizing with the specific vocabulary of the course and to understand and memorize the concepts. Participating to class discussion is an important activity that helps you to develop a deeper knowledge of the topics and stimulates a positive environment for critical thinking. Participation will be evaluated on the basis of the relevance of your contribution. Asking further explanations on a difficult topic will give you a quarter of a point; an extemporaneous observation that is relevant but lacks a solid justification will give you half a point; a more structured question or statement that introduces a critical perspective and is supported by a theoretical justification will give you one point. Please, check the file “Guidance questions for the readings” on the L-Drive: it will help you to understand how to read the essays and how to prepare yourself for participation.

Midterm Exams will include both short tests and open questions. They require reviewing lectures and readings in order to memorize, interpret and compare theories (week 7).
Final exam: – comprehensive (will include both short tests and open questions). 
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7. Teaching and learning philosophy and methodology 

Knowledge of the essential concepts of social and political theory is a fundamental prerequisite for a clear and advanced understanding of international relations and regional studies because it provides you a set of different but related frameworks of analysis. 

Class Ethics: Switch off your mobile telephones during lessons, be in classroom on time, and have an appropriate behavior during class time. Non-compliance with these requirements will lead to penalizations in terms of losses of points and in extreme cases to course failure in accordance to KIMEP disciplinary rules as described in KIMEP catalogue. If you have problems attending the classes or understanding the material, you have to come to my office hours and talk to me immediately: I will try to find a solution in order to help you. If, instead, you come at the end of the semester I will not consider your justifications.

Information: You are required to check regularly (daily) both the L-DRIVE and your KIMEP email (Umail) for any extra information or changes in the schedule. 
Exams Ethics: Plagiarism and cheating in any form are not accepted and will be strictly punished according to KIMEP disciplinary rules as described in KIMEP catalogue. For a detailed definition of plagiarism see the file “plagiarism” in the folder of this course on the L-DRIVE. For detailed information on APA Style for References see the file “APA” in the folder of this course on the L-DRIVE.

8. Course learning activities: 150 hours

9. Class Schedule: This is a guideline: if I realize that you proceed lower or faster I can decide to change some lessons. Therefore the readings for classes will be confirmed during the course. 

	Week
	TOPIC
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	1
	Introduction
	 Course Introduction 
	A Map of Political Theory, IEP
Francesca Pasquali, Desirability and Feasibility

	2
	Basic Concepts
	Plato (lecture)
	Plato, Crito

	3
	Classics
	Aristotle (Lecture)
	Discussion

Aristotle, Politics (selection) OR Confucius, Analects (selection) OR Al Farabi, The Virtuous City (selection) OR Machiavelli, The Prince (selection)

	4
	Contractarianism 1
	Thomas Hobbes (lecture)
To read Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (selection)
	John Locke (lecture)
To read: John Locke, Second Treatise (selection)


	5
	Contractarianism 2
	Jean Jacques Rousseau (lecture)
To read : Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract (selection) (Discussions)


	Discussion :

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (selection)
OR John Locke, Second Treatise (selection) OR Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract (selection) (Discussions)

	6
	Liberalism VS Communism
	John Stuart Mill (lecture) + To read: On Liberty (selection)
	Karl Marx Lecture , Read ‘Manifesto’ 

	7
	Structuring Class
	Pierre Bourdieu (Lecture); Hand out
	Midterm on October 5

	9
	Sovereignty, Political Action and Discipline 2
	Micihael Foucault (Lecture)
	Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish (selection)

	10
	Social Justice 
	John Rawls and Robert Nozick (lecture)
	John Rawls, Justice as Fairness OR Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State and Utopia (selection)

	11
	Comparative Political Theory 1
	Roxanne Euben, Comparative Political Theory: An Islamic Fundamentalist Critique of Rationalism 
	Zhou Lian, The Most Fashionable and the Most Relevant: A Review of Contemporary Chinese Political Philosophy

	12
	Comparative Political Theory 2
	Martin Stuart Fox, Buddhism and Politics in Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar and Thailand
	Manuel Manrique Gil, Ideology and the Possibility of African Political Theory: African Socialism and Ubuntu Compared 

	13
	Security VS Anarchy
	Harold Lasswell, The Garrison State
	John Hasnas, The Obviousness of Anarchy

	14
	Feminist Theory 
	Dorothy Smith; Judith Batler (Lecture)
	Paper Submission (22 November)

	
	
	
	


10. Instructional resources 

Main Literature:

· Al-Farabi (1985). The Virtuous City. Trans. R. Walzer. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

· Arendt, H. (1958). The Human Condition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
· Aristotle (c. 350 B.C.). Politics. Trans. B. Jovett. Retrieved from http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/politics.html (selection)

· Confucius (c. 500 B.C.). Analects. Trans. J. Legge. Retrieved from http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3330
· Euben, R. L. (1997). Comparative Political Theory: An Islamic Fundamentalist Critique Rationalism. The Journal of Politics, 59 (1): 28-55

· Foucault, M. (1977). Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Trans. A. Sheridan. New York: Pantheon. 
· Frey, B. S. (2003), “Flexible Citizenship for a Global Society”. Politics, Philosophy & Economics, 2: 93-114
· Gil, M.M. (2010). Ideology and the Possibility of African Political Theory: African Socialism and “ubuntu” compared. CIEA17: FRIDE
· Hasnas, J. (2000). The Obviousness of Anarchy. Retrieved from http://mises.org/journals/scholar/hasnas.pdf 
· Hobbes, T. (1660). Leviathan or the Matter, Form, and Power of a Commonwealth Ecclesiastical and Civil. Retrieved from http://www.gutenberg.org/files/3207/3207-h/3207-h.htm 
· Joy, B. (2000). Why the future doesn’t need us. Wired, 8 (04). 

· Kurzweil, R. (2005). The Singularity is Near. London: Duckworth. 

· Lasswell, H. (1941). The Garrison State. The American Journal of Sociology, 46 (4): 455-468

· Lian, Z. (2009). The Most Fashionable and the Most Relevant: A Review of Contemporary Chinese Political Philosophy. Diogenes, 56: 128-136

· Locke, J. (1689). Two Treatises of Government. http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/7370 

· Machiavelli (1515). The Prince. Trans. W. K. Mariott. Retrieved from http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1232 

· Marx, K. (1848). The Communist Manifesto. Trans. F. Engels. Retrieved from http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto 

· Mill, J. S. (1860). On Liberty. Retrieved from http://www.constitution.org/jsm/liberty.htm 
· Nozick, R. (1974). Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Oxford: Blackwell. 

· Pasquali, F. (2012). Desirability and Feasibility (forthcoming)

· Plato (c. 360 B.C.). Crito. Trans. B. Jovett. Retrieved from http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/crito.html 

· Rawls, J. (1958). Justice as Fairness. Philosophical Review , 67: 164-194

· Rothstein, E., Muschamp, H., Marty, M. E. (2003). Visions of Utopia. New York: Oxford University Press.

· Rousseau, J. J. (1762). The Social Contract. Trans. G. D. H. Cole. Retrieved from http://www.constitution.org/jjr/socon.htm 
· Schmitt, C. (1996). The Concept of the Political. Trans. G. Schwab (1996). Chicago: Chicago University Press. 

· Stuart-Fox, M. (2006). Buddhism and Politics in Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar and Thailand. Presented at the Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Thailand Summer School, Asia Pacific Week 2006

Suggested Textbooks:

· Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Retrieved from http://plato.stanford.edu/ 

· Strauss, L. & Cropsey J. (Eds.) (1987). History of Political Philosophy. Chicago  and   London: University of Chicago Press

PAGE  
11

